El64

keep her husband of 72 years, Bob, in our
thoughts and prayers.

As someone new to Roanoke in the mid-
1970s, Frances and Bob were among the first
folks | met when | moved to the Star City with
my wife to work for Sixth District Congress-
man Caldwell Butler. | knew the Garlands for
owning and operating Garland’s Drug Store in
Roanoke’s Grandin Village and then came to
know them even better because of the role
that Bob played as a member of Roanoke City
Council and the work that Frances did as a
stalwart in the Republican Party. Feeling the
tug created by her husband’s political service,
Frances volunteered in a variety of important
capacities—as a precinct captain in Roanoke,
for four years as leader of the Virginia Federa-
tion of Republican Women (VFRW) in 1972,
as one of the first female members of the Re-
publican Party of Virginia’s State Central Com-
mittee, as an alternate delegate to the 1976
Republican National Convention, and as a
Presidential Elector in 1992. Her leadership of
the VFRW was instrumental in giving women
more important political opportunities through-
out the Commonwealth, opportunities that
have broadened to this day. She even served
three Virginia Governors on the Virginia Com-
mission on the State of Women.

Throughout her 91 years, Frances showed
in everything she did that she was committed
to being a loving wife and mother, to hard
work, and to being a leader who displayed
quintessential grace at every turn. My former
boss, Congressman Butler, paid tribute to
Frances in 1988 on the occasion of her receiv-
ing the Governor John N. Dalton Distinguished
Service Award at the Virginia Republican
State Convention. Congressman Butler said,
“We remember her for all the things she has
done and all the offices she has held, but we
admire her most for her great talent, and for
her charm, patience, and quiet dignity with
which she has gone about her tasks.”

While her tasks on Earth are complete,
Frances Garland leaves behind a wonderful
family who loved her dearly, a whole host of
friends who will miss the renowned get-
togethers at the Garland home, and a wide-
ranging group of Republicans who will forever
remember the invaluable contributions she
made to making the party stronger in the Roa-
noke Valley, the Commonwealth, and our na-
tion. And she did it all through digging in,
doing the hard work, and with a talent for hav-
ing others share in her love of it all.

———

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF ROBERT EDWARD HIGH

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retirement of Mr. Robert Edward
High and his thirty-seven years of service to
the Paris Independent School District. After
graduating with a B.S. from Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Mr. High began teaching science at
Crockett Junior High School. He has since
served in a variety of leadership roles includ-
ing classroom teacher, coach, elementary and
middle school assistant principal, middle
school principal, high school principal, per-
sonnel director and assistant superintendent.
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Mr. High is also active in community and
civic affairs. He currently serves as vice-presi-
dent of the NAACP Branch 6213 and has
served as president and past president of the
Lamar County Chapter of the American Red
Cross. He has also been very involved with
the Lamar County Heart Association, Retired
Senior Volunteers, Crime Stoppers, March of
Dimes, and United Way. He was the first Afri-
can-American to serve as president of the
Lamar County Chamber of Commerce in its
137-year history.

Mr. High’s leadership has not gone unno-
ticed. During his tenure as middle school prin-
cipal, Crockett Middle School was recognized
by Governor Ann Richards as a “Gold Star
Partnership School.” He has also been named
Outstanding Educator of the Year and Admin-
istrator of the Year. Additionally, he has re-
ceived the Martin Luther King African Amer-
ican Heritage Award and the President’s Vol-
unteer Service Award under President George
W. Bush in 2008.

The NAACP will dedicate the 19th Annual
Freedom Banquet in Mr. Robert High’s nhame
to commemorate his commitment to education
and civil rights in the Paris community and the
proceeds of the banquet will support a schol-
arship in his name.

To celebrate Mr. Robert High’s retirement
after serving the Paris Independent School
District for thirty-seven years, this statement
will be submitted on Thursday, February 11,
2016.

———

HONORING HOUSTON  HISPANIC
FORUM ON ITS 30TH ANNUAL CA-
REER AND EDUCATION DAY

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the Houston Hispanic
Forum for hosting its 30th annual Career and
Education Day and for its commitment to the
Greater Houston community.

The Houston Hispanic Forum is a commu-
nity-based, non-profit organization whose mis-
sion is to “empower and inspire the success
of the large and fast-growing Hispanic commu-
nity in the Greater Houston area, thereby
strengthening the entire community.”

This year's Career and Education Day will
bring 12,000 middle and high school students
from throughout Houston and Harris County
and surrounding communities to the George
R. Brown Convention Center on February 13
for a day-long event to prepare our students
for college and the professional world.

Students and their parents will have the op-
portunity to speak and learn from experts in
over 55 professions, including accounting,
journalism, and rocket science. The fair will
have over 100 exhibitors, including local and
national colleges and universities, trade
schools, non-profit organizations, and large
companies. Trained experts will be providing
valuable assistance on how to apply for fed-
eral financial aid, deferred action, and tax con-
sultation.

All of these opportunities and services will
be available free of charge.

The economy of the 21st century demands
a highly educated workforce. If Houston and
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Texas are to continue leading our nation in in-
novation and prosperity, we must educate and
train all of our young people, regardless of
race, ethnicity, or income, for the new econ-
omy. This is why organizations like the Hous-
ton Hispanic Forum and events like Career
and Education Day are so valuable.

| would like to thank Houston Hispanic
Forum President Daniel Contreras and its
Board of Directors and staff for all the time
and effort putting this special day together.

| would also like to thank our local school
districts, colleges and universities for their par-
ticipation and great efforts they make to pro-
vide a world class education to all of Hous-
ton’s students.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF VICTOR S.
RUBENSTEIN

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Victor S. Rubenstein, 72,
who passed away on Tuesday, February 2,
2016. Victor was born on November 21, 1943
in Youngstown, Ohio, a son of Emmanuel M.
and Celia Copeland Rubenstein.

Mr. Rubenstein earned a bachelor's degree
in education in 1966 from Youngstown State
University, where he was Senior Class presi-
dent, editor of The Jambar student news-
paper, and also YSU’s very first “Pete the
Penguin” mascot. After graduating from YSU,
Victor worked as a junior high school English
teacher, publisher and editor of three area
weekly newspapers, and as a public-relations
director and television host for WYTV.

In 1970, Victor founded Rubenstein Associ-
ates, his own marketing and communications
agency, beginning a career of remarkable ac-
complishment. Throughout his career, Victor
received over seventy-five awards for excel-
lence in public relations and television produc-
tion, was appointed to sit on the Governor’s
Advisory Board to the Ohio Film Bureau,
served as the consulting vice-president of
marketing for AVl Foodsystems in Warren,
OH, and worked as one of the most prominent
political consultants in the Mahoning Valley.

Victor had a great love for the Mahoning
Valley and his hometown of Youngstown, OH.
Victor was known to be a genuine, honest, en-
gaging, and compassionate man. He had an
extraordinary love for his family. They were
the focal point of his life.

Victor will be deeply missed by his family,
friends, and community. He leaves behind his
wife, Carolyn Anne, whom he married on De-
cember 14, 1978. Together they raised four
children; Keith (Susan) of Lake Forest, IL, Kim
Rubenstein, Psy.D. (Tom Lundin) of Highland
Park, IL, Eric (V.J.), Ph.D., (Lisa, Ph.D.) of
Muncie, IN, and Mark (with Ryan Homes) in
Charlotte, NC. He also leaves behind four
grandchildren Lucille, Sydney, Zachary, and
Ella Rubenstein of Lake Forest, IL. He was
preceded in death by his parents and several
aunts and uncles.
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IN MEMORIAM OF THE
HONORABLE PAUL MANNES

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Honorable Paul Mannes, an
outstanding public servant who, over the
course of his 34 years of service as a United
States Bankruptcy Judge for the District of
Maryland, exemplified the finest qualities of a
jurist. Unfortunately, Judge Mannes passed
away on January 20, 2016 at the age of 82.
He is very much missed by his wife of 58
years, Karen Klein Mannes, and their three
sons and daughters-in-law as well as his col-
leagues on the bench and in the bar.

Born in the District of Columbia on Decem-
ber 25, 1933, Judge Mannes grew up in
Chevy Chase, Maryland and went on to Dart-
mouth, where he majored in philosophy and
graduated with honors in 1955. Thereafter, he
attended Georgetown University School of
Law, where he earned a juris doctor degree in
1958 and a Masters in Law in 1961. After
serving as a law clerk to the Honorable Alex-
ander Holtzoff, U.S. District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and as an Assistant Cor-
porate Counsel to the District of Columbia, he
entered private practice with various law firms.
On December 10, 1981, he was sworn in as
United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Dis-
trict of Maryland.

During his time on the bench, Judge
Mannes published 155 opinions that span
more than 500 volumes of the Bankruptcy Re-
porter. He enjoyed a national reputation in the
bankruptcy community as one of America’s
foremost judges. The Washington Post, for ex-
ample, praised him in 1991 as the court’s
“workhorse.”

In addition to his demanding workload on
the bench, Judge Mannes devoted his time to
improving the law. In 1987, he was appointed
by Chief Justice Rehnquist to the Judicial
Conference of the United States Advisory
Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and later
served as Chairman of the Committee, the
first bankruptcy judge to be so honored. He
was also active in the National Conference of
Bankruptcy Judges, where he served as Presi-
dent from 1992 to 1993, and was a member
of the American Bankruptcy Institute, among
other professional organizations.

Judge Mannes was also a valuable re-
source to the Committee on the Judiciary. For
example, he testified before the Committee in
1995 and in 2003 on the need for additional
bankruptcy judgeships respectively on behalf
of the Judicial Conference’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy Rules and the National
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. He help-
fully provided his assistance to Committee
staff on both sides of the aisle. He also served
on a special advisory group to the National
Bankruptcy Review Commission, an inde-
pendent body created by Congress to study
and make recommendations to improve our
Nation’s bankruptcy laws.

Judge Mannes thoroughly embraced his role
as a jurist and served as a mentor to those
who were beginning their careers as bank-
ruptcy judges. He and his wife hosted dinners
for every new class of newly-appointed bank-
ruptcy judges who attended the judges’ ori-
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entation seminar at the Federal Judicial Cen-
ter in Washington, DC. This home-style wel-
come, which he paid for at his own expense,
became a virtual institution that endeared
Judge Mannes and his wife to judges from all
over the country and enhanced the collegiality
of our Nation’s bankruptcy bench.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the life of the Honorable Paul
Mannes. He will truly be missed, but his leg-
acy will not soon be forgotten.

————

A STANDING OVATION FOR
INSPIRATION STAGE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Inspiration Stage Theater Com-
pany of Sugar Land for receiving a National
Outstanding Performance Award for their Jan-
uary festival performance at the Junior The-
ater Festival.

Inspiration Stage was founded in 2013, and
as the only theater company in Sugar Land,
has been attending the Junior Theater Festival
since their inception. The performance that
won this year's award was a reproduction of
Disney’s “The Lion King.” The 39 cast mem-
ber performance hosts actors of all ages and
was one of the nine selected out of the 115
companies participating at the festival to win
the Outstanding Performance Award. The Jun-
ior Theater Festival is an annual event that al-
lows student performances of theater compa-
nies to be recognized for excellent ability. We
are extremely proud of the entire Inspiration
Stage staff and cast and can't wait to see
what happens next.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Inspiration Stage for winning the National
Outstanding Performance Award. Keep up the
great work.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on February 9,
2016, | was unable to be present to cast my
vote on the 9/11 Memorial Act (H.R. 3036).
Had | been present for roll call No. 64, | would
have voted “aye.”

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF PAM
BALSLEY

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take this opportunity to recognize Mrs. Pam
Balsley, a dedicated professional with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, Office of Con-
gressional and Legislative Affairs, on the occa-
sion of her retirement.
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Pam has been an exemplary public servant
who has demonstrated the highest standards
of professionalism on a daily basis. This Ohio
native proudly served in the United States Air
Force for 20 years before coming to work at
the Department of Veterans Affairs for more
than 20 years. Her career in public service
has been a testament to the importance of un-
selfish devotion.

As Pam embarks on a new chapter in life,
it is my hope that she may recall with a deep
sense of pride and accomplishment the out-
standing contributions she has made to the
Department of Veterans Affairs, the United
States House of Representatives and the peo-
ple of the United States of America. | would
like to send her my best wishes for continued
success in her future endeavors, and may her
life be filled with health and happiness.

————

HONORING CAROL STREAM FIRE
CHIEF RICK KOLOMAY

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
rise today in recognition of the long and distin-
guished service of Rick Kolomay on the occa-
sion of his retirement. Chief Kolomay will be
concluding his loyal service as Fire Chief of
the Carol Stream Fire Protection District after
37 years of service.

Chief Kolomay has served the Carol Stream
community for 14 years, and has served as
chief since 2009. He was also a member of
the Schaumburg Fire Department for 23 years
and is a third-generation firefighter.

Throughout his career, his extraordinary
leadership has earned him pronounced re-
spect among colleagues and members of the
community. Most notably, he helped create an
alliance between neighboring fire departments,
which improved efficiency and allowed the
sharing of resources.

Time and time again, Chief Kolomay has
exhibited the characteristics expected of a fire-
man: enormous sacrifice and courage. Mayor
of Carol Stream, Frank Saverino described
Chief Kolomay as a “hands-on guy” and com-
mented on his devotion to the men of his de-
partment saying, “If they’re climbing ladders,
he’s climbing ladders . . . He’s got to be right
there with them. He leads by example, and
when you lead by example, and it's physical,
it's hard”. This is the true definition of a leader
and his presence at the fire department will be
deeply missed.

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues,
please join me in honoring Chief Kolomay on
this occasion and wish him every happiness in
the well deserved respite of his retirement.

——

RECOGNIZING KENDRA MURRAY
FOR HER OUTSTANDING COMMU-
NITY CONTRIBUTIONS

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Kendra Murray for
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